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A Brief Introduction to my Analysis of 
Paul's Enthymemes on NTGateway

Marc J. Debanné, Ph.D.

The PDF files linked to this page contain the recognition and analysis of all enthymemes
in Paul's seven undisputed epistles. They can be viewed as appendices to my book
Enthymemes in the Letters of Paul (LNTS, 303; London/New York: T&T Clark, 2006).
Also available on this webpage is a file containing a key to terms and codes used in the
analyses (called Appendix H). Other files available both here and in the book are the
bibliography, the bibliographical abbreviations, and Figure 1 ('Enthymeme Recognition
and Analysis') : all are useful for reading/understanding the files.   

The justification and method used in the analysis are described in detail in Part I of the
book, 'Introduction and Method'. Section 2.2 ('Proposing and Approach') is particularly
useful for the understanding of these files. The entire book can be viewed as a
commentary on these files and a consideration of their significance both for rhetorical
analysis and for Pauline studies. Hence, users of these PDF files are strongly encouraged
to consult the book in order to benefit fully from them. Conversely, serious readers of the
book should also consult the text analysis in these NTGateway files.    

What is an Enthymeme ? 

'The enthymeme is one of the most important elementary means of
persuasion of rhetoric. One understands by this a densely formulated
argument which seeks to confirm the truth of a proposition about a
particular state of affairs through its deduction from another proposition
which is universally recognized or hardly refutable' (Kraus 1994: col. 1197,
author's translation mine). One classic example of an enthymeme is the
following: 'Socrates is mortal, for he is human'. An example of a Pauline
enthymeme can be found in Gal. 3.28: 'There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of
you are one in Christ Jesus' (taken from p. 3 of the book).

An Example of Enthymeme Analysis Described (taken from pp. 43-45 of the book):

The following is an excerpt from Appendix A2, the 'Analysis of Enthymemes in 1
Thessalonians'. It contains the analysis and discussion of 1 Thess. 1.4-5: 'For we know,
brethren beloved by God, that he has chosen you; for our gospel came to you not only in
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction' (RSV). This text
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was identified as an enthymeme by the rule of thumb ('a truth claim backed up by a
rationale statement'):

1. 1 Thess. 1.4-5. 

Preferred approach: syllogistic.

{M All people who receive the gospel with power, Holy Spirit and full
conviction are called by God.} 

 m You received the Gospel with power, Holy Spirit and conviction
(v. 5).

=> You are called by God (i.e. 'God has chosen you', v. 4).

Marker: o3ti
Basis: Paul gives grounds for the assertion that his addressees are

chosen. 
Literature: Agree: Kennedy (1984: 142). Plevnik (1990: 54) appears to

concur, but Johanson (1987: 83-84), Jewett (1986: 73), and
Hughes (1990: 109) view the text differently. 

Intensity: high; this is the structural E. of chapter 1 (salutation and
initial thanksgiving).

Themes: -{relig./Chr./covenant/Christians/entrance (truth; sure
sign)} 1.4-5
-Paul/history of relation with addressees/their
conversion (fact) 1.4-5

Other: For Paul, the marriage of word and power is the sure sign
of divine election. 

RSV: 4 For we know, brethren beloved by God, that he has chosen
you; 5 for (o3ti) our gospel came to you not only in word,
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction...

The definition of the codes and abbreviations used here and in all the appendices and
tables can be found in Appendix H for present and future reference...

The 'preferred approach' indicates which of the topics was chosen as most appropriate for
the fleshing out of the argument and inference. In this case, it is the categorical
syllogism. The enthymeme is thus paraphrased as a categorical syllogism (below the line
indicating the chosen approach). The major premiss is marked 'M' and is bracketed to
show that it is the silent premiss. According to the principles of informal logic, a major
premiss (whether silent or stated) has a 'universal scope', whereas the minor premiss
refers to a particular situation; such is the case here. The two stated propositions (the
minor premiss and the conclusion) are accompanied by a verse number in parenthesis, to
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indicate that they are a 'propositional paraphrase' of the verse in question.

The significance of some of the indicators in the bottom, left-hand column is
straightforward. The 'Marker' is the syntactical sign indicating that two statements are
related enthymematically. In this case it is the particle o3ti which introduces v. 5 as a
rationale for the truth claim in v. 4. The 'Basis' gives my reason for concluding that the
given text is an enthymeme. 'Literature' lists authors who have pronounced themselves
regarding the enthymematic nature of the text, for or against. 'Agree' simply means that
the author in question also views the text as an enthymeme. If the analysis of the
enthymeme is significantly different from mine, I will also indicate that fact (but in the
end it must be remembered that the consideration of enthymemes, let alone enthymeme
analysis, is still relatively rare in the literature). 'Other' includes comments of a general or
exegetical nature. At the end of the entry the English RSV translation of the text is
provided for the reader's convenience. 

'Intensity' refers to the force with which the enthymeme's truth claim is presented by the
author to the readers. Whereas from a purely rationalist perspective this would depend
solely on the logical cogency of the syllogism (this includes both the validity of the
syllogism and the truthfulness of the premisses), a 'rhetorical' approach considers other
factors as well: style, form, h]qoj and pa/qoj. The consideration of intensity permits an
understanding of the prioritisation of arguments, and is useful for the analysis of
dispositio. For the purposes of this study only two levels of intensity are attributed, high
and low. 

Finally, the 'Themes' entry lists a theme for each premiss of the enthymeme, giving the
sequence of theme and sub-theme headings necessary to find the entry in the catalogue of
premiss themes (Table A1 for 1 Thessalonians, found at the end of Chapter 3). This
sequence reflects the hierarchical organisation of the themes catalogues. Both premisses
have been attributed a quality (in parentheses). In the case of 1 Thess. 1.4-5 the argument
draws an inference by relating a known fact from the spiritual history linking Paul and
the Thessalonians (i.e., the events that occurred when they received the gospel from
Paul) and a theological truth regarding election. There is a significant difference in theme
categories between these two premisses: the latter relates to Christian theology; the
former, to past common experiences between Paul and the addressees. This thematic
distance is indicated by putting both premisses in bold characters. This technique permits
the reader to get an idea of the degree of variation (or 'crossover') of premiss themes in a
given epistle by scanning the themes catalogue and noting the general proportion of
emphasized ('bold') text.


